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already in position, but their point of union was a hazardous
one, almost within cannon shot of the enemy. " Picton
did not conceal his disquietude. Wellington, calm as the
deepest sea? continued his observations without seeming to
notice the dangerous position of his troops . . /' 1

Though eventually an Allied victory, the Battle of Orthez
was by no means easily won : " With a subtle skill ", says
Napier, " did Souk take his ground of battle . . . fiercely
and strongly did he fight . . ." 2

There came even a moment which portended a Wellington
defeat, a moment when Soult is said to have slapped his
thigh and cried exultingly, " At last I have him'' 3

He misjudged his opponent, however, who at the time of
crisis was seen coming from the village of St. Boes, " walking
his horse quietly, and chatting with some of the staff, just as
if nothing of consequence was going on, although it was
clear that his principal attack was partially repulsed ".4

But the moment of danger quickly passed, for with one
of his lightning flashes of inspiration Lord Wellington changed
his plan of battle, the results of which swung the balance to
his side, and the day was saved. By night Soult was in full
retreat.

In this battle Lord Wellington was wounded in the thigh
by a musket ball, which drove the hilt of his sword into his
flesh, and caused a painful contusion. Fortunately he was
not obliged to leave the field, though he was prevented from
following the pursuit at his usual speed, and jumping hedges
and enclosures as he generally did.

The casualty which caused him the deepest distress in this
battle, was Lord March, who was so badly wounded that
little hope was entertained of his recovery. So great was the
Commander-in-Chief s anxiety for the son of his old Chief
that the second night after the battle he rode back alone from
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